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To  the  Qreat  Torrington  Borough  Council. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report . 


Mr.  Mayor  &  Gentlemen, 

Area — Acres  35^3‘^6i.  Population  2794. 

Rateable  Value  542- 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  -[47  9^* 

Deaths  were  40.  Death  Rate  I4'3  per  1,000 

Births  were  37.  Birth  Rate  12  9  per  1,000 

Compared  with  the  National  Death  Rate,  i2’4  per  i  000 
,,  National  Birth  Rate,  14-9  per  1,000 
Deaths  under  i  year  old,  4. 

Still  Births,  3. 

The  causes  of  Death  were  ;  — 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  .  ...  i 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Apoplexy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Arteriosclerosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Congenital  Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  .  ...  ...  o 

Gastric  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  o 

Senility 
Diabetes 

Disease  of  Liver  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  o 

Violence  (Accidents)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Other  defined  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  3  Puerperal  o 

Diphtheria  i  Pneumonia  o 

Enteric  o 


Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

0 

1 

5 

10 

M  F  . 

M  F 

M  F 

i 

M  F 

—  —  ; 

—  — 

—  — 

15 

—  - 

—  —  : 

—  — 

20 

__  - 

-  __ 

—  — 

25 

1  -- 

—  — 

- —  — 

45 

55 

- -  - - 

—  — 

— 

65  and  upwards 

-  — - 

-  - 

-  - 

— 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  list  of  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  at  the  end  of  1937  was  24. 

Lungs,  20.  12  Males,  8  Females. 

Other  Forms,  4.  2  Males,  2  Females. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  there  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year  also  there  were  no  deaths  from  Pneumonia. 

The  total  number  of  cases  under  treatment  of  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer  were  less  than  half  what  they  were  10  years 
ago.  We  may  attribute  this  to  the  generally  improved  health  con¬ 
ditions  including  isolation,  inspection,  disinfection,  better  housing 
and  better  feeding  especially  as  regards  the  provision  of  milk  by  the 
Devon  County  Council  where  it  is  required. 

The  usual  inspections  have  been  made  of  Slaughter  Houses, 
Bakehouses,  Schools  and  Factories,  and  everything  found  satisfactory, 

As  regards  the  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough,  continued  improvement 
is  noticeable. 

It  is  only  fair  that  I  should  mention  that  these  many  improved 
conditions  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  able  and  skilful  assistance  that 
Mr.  Kingslev  gives  me  in  supervising  the  health  of  the  Borough. 

FREDK.  PRIDHAM,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  Surveyor 
and  Inspector’s  Report. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Water 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  season,  in  this  district,  was  one  of  the 
driest  known,  a  constant  supply  of  Water  was  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

It  was  not  even  found  necessary  to  utilise  the  additional  reserves 
which  the  Council  prepared  during  1933  case  of  necessity. 

During  the  period  226  defects  were  detected  and  remedied. 

Constant  attention  to  leak  detection  keeps  this  form  of 
wastage  down  to  a  minimum. 

The  consumption  of  water  continues  to  increase. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  main  drain  on  Deep  Moor 
was  cleaned  out,  and  an  additional  supply  from  a  never  failing  spring 
was  piped  in  to  this  main  drain.  It  is  hoped  that,  no  matter  what 
drought  prevails  there  will  never  be  a  shortage  of  water. 


Scavenging. 

The  removal  of  Imuse  refuse  and  street  sweeping  by  direct 
labour  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

Number  and  nature  of  Inspections.  Total  number,  187. 


NATURE 

1  After  Infectious  and  other  Diseases  and  for  Disinfection  1 1 

2  Upon  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

3  For  detection  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  74 

4  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

5  New  Houses  for  Occupation  ...  ...  ...  o 

6  Workshops  and  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  23 

7  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

8  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 
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NOTICES. 


Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  o 

Informal  (including  letters)  ...  ...  ...  14 

RESULT  OF  SERVICE. 

Nuisances  were  abated  without  trouble. 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

One  complaint  was  received  and  dealt  with  under  the  Shops  Acts. 


Bakehouses,  Factories,  Workshops, 
and  Workplaces. 

All  Workshops  and  Bakehouses  were  inspected  and  nuisances 


remedied  as  tabulated  below  : — 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Written  Notices  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  Nil 

Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  Nij 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Infectious  Diseases. 

In  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  the  Ivoom,  and  where 
necessary,  the  whole  Houses,  were  thoroughly  disinfected  after 
removal  or  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Part  of  the  Cottage  Hospital  was  again  disinfected. 

Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with. 

Smoke  Tests  on  Drains  and  Drains  found  defective  ...  37 


New  Closet  Pans  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  converted  to  W.C’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Defective  Gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Wells  and  Pumps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  o 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Dangerous  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 
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Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Samples  of  Water  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  o 

House  Drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Defective  Wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


No  legal  proceedings  were  taken,  preliminary  notices  in  all 
cases  proving  sufficient. 


Sanitary  Surveyor’s  Report. 

Plans. 

In  connection  with  New  Buildings  the  following  Inspections  were 


carried  out  : — 

Inspection  of  Sites  on  commencement,  etc.  o 

Inspection  of  Footings  ...  ...  o 

Inspection  and  Tests  of  New  Drains  ...  o 

Inspection  on  completion  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  Plans  approved  ...  ... 


Including  Housing  (R.W.)  Act,  1926. 


Sewerage. 

Amended  plans  for  a  New  Scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Bidnaweil  and  Torridge  Vale  Sections  are  in  course  of  preparation. 


Petroleum  Acts. 

There  are  16  Licensed  Premises  under  the  Petroleum  and 
Carbide  Acts.  These  Premises  were  examined  and  found  in  order 
and  new  Licences  were  issued  under  the  Petroleum  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1928. 

The  fees  for  Licences  received  during  the  year  amounted 
to  ;^9  los.  od. 


Housing. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (approx.)  795. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  period; — 

By  Private  Enterprise 
By  Council 


o 

o 
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Housing  Statistics. 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 

I .  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  29 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  38 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 


Regulations,  I925  ...  ...  ...  n 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  n 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head 
found  not  to  be  in  ail  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  12 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  12 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ’ — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-house  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act.  1930 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  became  operative  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  ; — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intentions 
to  close 


Nil 
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F.  Proceedings  under  Sections  II,  14  and  1 5  of  the 
Housing  Act,  I  92S 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-housing  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-housos  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  became  operative  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 


Housing  (Rural  Workers’)  Acts, 

1926  and  1931. 

During  the  period  under  review  Three  Houses  were  recon¬ 
ditioned  under  the  above  Act. 

This  Act,  so  ably  administerd  by  the  County  Council,  has 
indeed  been  a  boon  to  the  Borough. 

Few  Houses  in  the  Borough  suitable  for  re-construction 
under  this  Act  now  remain. 


Dames,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  19 

The  Dairies  were  generally  good  and  clean. 

Continued  improvement  was  noticeable  in  the  cleanliness  of 
the  Cowsheds  during  the  period  under  review. 

General  conditions  for  the  production  of  clean  milk  show 
gradual  improvement. 

During  the  period  24  samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the 
County  Bacteriologist  for  analysis.  Twelve  were  satisfactory. 

Although  the  percentage  of  passes  is  less  than  in  the  preceed- 
ing  year  the  Methylene  blue  test,  which  seems  to  be  more  exacting, 
was  instituted  during  1937. 
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Meat  Inspection. 

Meat  Inspection  is  carried  out  in  a  regular  and  systematic 
manner,  as  far  as  possible  all  the  meat  is  examined  at  the  time  of 
slaughter,  and  inspections  are  carried  out  in  the  Butcher  Shops. 

The  following  was  condemned  during  the  period  under 
review  ;  8o  lbs.  Pork,  and  2^^  lbs.  Tinned  Meats. 

Eight  inspections  were  made  for  additional  casual  slaughter, 
notice  of  which  was  duly  received. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  generally  are  more  cleanly  kept. 
Slaughtering  of  all  animals  is  done  by  means  of  a  humane  killer. 


General. 

After  over  seven  years  service  with  the  Town  Council  I 
applied  for  an  increase  in  salary,  but  no  increase  was  granted. 


R.  W.  C.  KINGSLEY,  M.Inst.H.E.,  M.R.San.I. 


Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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